
1926 - A new library building, designed by architect Edward L. Tilton, replaced 
the building donated by George W. Pack, occupying the same site on Pack 

Square.  
 

1931 - Dr. Forster A. Sondley bequeathed his private library of over 30,000 
volumes to the city of Asheville.  His books became the basis of the Sondley 

Reference Library. 
 

1939 - The WPA remodeled the Colored Public Library on South Market Street in 
Asheville.   

 

Notable Stories 

Famous patrons include Thomas Wolfe, Carl Sandburg and Wilma Dykeman.   

 

Special Collections 

The collection’s focus is the history of Asheville and Buncombe County, and to a 

lesser extent, Western North Carolina.  It also includes the Thomas Wolfe 

Collection and the Six Associates architectural drawings. 


